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Introduction 


The process by which reality becomes а legend is 
as shrouded in mystery as the origins ofa legend 
itself How does a war leader who shows somegrit 
against the Romans become King Arthurin chain 
around a round table with a fairy 
үйе waiting for him in a lake? How does a boy 
from Tupelo, Mississippi named Elvis become a 
spiritualicon on ablack velvet painting? 


тай, stn 


Stan Sakai's work in Usagi Yojimbo is infused 
with legends. The past comes back to haunt the 
characters, both in corporeal and fantastic forms. 
Kitsune ases her past relationship with Usagi to 
annoy Tomoe and distract her from Kitsune’s 
thieving ways. The sinister painter Coyemon uses 
the legend of Minamoto No Yorimits to enact a 
plot against Lord Noriyuki In Fox Fire” another 
legendary figure comes te ife to make things 
difficult for our heroes. 


Stans reverence for research i somewhat 
legendary, While ће stories he tells unfold with 
perfect clarity and even simplicity, an unseen 
wealth of background and historical knowledge 
gives every tale a solid grounding and structure 
that tie the overarching story together 


The lady samurai Tomas, whose origins and 
character we learn in this volume, is an example 
of both legend and research, For a series that 
Features anthropomorphic rabbits and foxes as 
өшін characters, eres sll а reality to Lug 
that makes certain elements more “normal” than 
others. Giant snakes and demon foxes we can 
accepi out what about а female samural whols a 
trusted adviser and bodyguard? Surely that is an 
invention except that Stan noble feline warrior 
is based on Tomoe Gozen, د‎ female samurai ofthe 


twelfth century who foughtin the Battle of Avaz 
ا‎ fac 


Of the fat of the historical Tomoe болеп, many 
tales are told. Some say she survived the battle, 
thers that she became a nun, others that she was 
taken in marriage. Ae with most "real legende 
the outcome may depend oa the storytellers view 
of what constitutes a happy ending. 


‘The stories in this volume bring together history 
adventure, mystery, and good old-fashioned 
derring-do. But there is a bit more, as well 
"Chanoyi'-—er “Tea Cerenony'—i not only а 
meticulous depiction ofthe complex ceremony, but. 
wordlessly shows repressed emotions throughout 
the ritual, a testament lo Stan cartoosing 
Skills But the story would not be so moving if he 
hadn't done such a marvelous job of laying the 
foundations ofthecharacters over years. 


In the business of comics publishing crea 
2007, the ongoing comic book series has be- 
come something of ап awkward concession to 
a previous business model To my mind, only a 
handful f ongoing comics live up tothe potential 
of the serial form, and (хар! stands foremost 
among them. Without this ongoing serial format, 
Stan wouldn't have had the time and momentum. 
to create great story like “Chanoyu.” With over 
twenty years of publishing and over twenty 
collections thereis much tosavorin the recurring 
themes and variations the pleasureof secingold 
characters reunited, and the sorrow at sexing 
them part 

rich tapestry is only possible when executed 
with great storytelling and flawless cartooning 
stalls ву now, Stan здігі is Becoming a bit of a 
legend himself. 
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Story Notes 


Fox FIRE 
Foxes (suse) are usually portrayed as trick 
Мег in Japanese folktales. The 


benevolent, but more often malicious. They ean 
appear in human form, usually to різу pranks 
‘on someone, They are able to create illusions 
hypnotize and seduce men. and lore them to 
dangerous situations. They сату “fox fre" within 
thar tails, which they use to lure travelers astray 
‘and which cen set houses aflame 


At the age of 100, a foy spirit can possess а 


man—eausinginsaniy—and can assume hu 


form. When the for reaches 500 years old, it 


turns from red fo whit 
‘of cansformingit 
1000, it grows ni 


becomes capable 
молу й chooses. At 
tails, turns ge 


len, and gains 
great wisdom. 


Shinto shrines may have a sanctuary where the 
dey of rice, Inari Daimyojin, is worshipped 
The de of 


stone, wood, or bronze, one carrying а jewel or. 


uy guardians are two (охе 


serolland the other with a key to a storehouse or 
treunurebon. Fo 


and the deity sometimes assumes that form. In. 


addition to the rice harvest, Inari is alo the 
patron ofswordsmiths and traders. 


Tamamo no Mae was a ninetailed fox who 
wreaked havoein India and China beforeeseaping 
to Japan in the twelfth century. She cast a spell 
on Emperor Toba (1108-1156), but was exposed 
by Abe no Seimei, the court astrologer, who held 


up a mirror reflecting her tme form. The fox 
fled, pursued by the archer Miura Kuranosuke, 
As he was about to Hill her on Nasu Moor, she. 


transformed herself into a stone. Anyone who 
touched the stone died instantly. In the fifteenth 
century, a monk named Серго Osho destroyed 
the stone, but in so doing released poisonous 
smoke. According to modern analysis, there is a 
high arseniecontent in the area. 


Му story was inspired by the story of Abe по 
Yasına, а tenth-century nobleman. Abe was out 


Mj 


Quam WAS ILL ED By A 
res qr 
Nor SEN. 


walking when a fox, pursued by hunters who 
were after its liver for medicine, stopped in front 
of him. 


Abe hid the fox in his robes, and the 


hunting party rushed past him. Abe later met 
and married a young woman named Kuzunoha. 


They were happy for three years, during which 


She died of a fever (or 


ether versions of this story, she loft him), but she 


she bore him a son. in 


came back to hi а dream, 


з three days later 


Kuzunoha told Abe not to mourn her, because 


she was the fox ће had saved. Thelr son grew 


up to become the court astrologer who cured 


imperor Toba ofa fox's enchantment. 


Sources consulted for this story include: 
= Yoshitoshi's Thirty-Sic Ghosts by John Steve 
Published by Weatherhill/Bluc Tiger, New York, 
гокуо, and Hong Kong, 1983. 
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Choss: amd Demons: Art 


of the 


Supernatural, edited by Stephen Addis. Published 


by George Br 
with the Spencer Museum of Art, University of 
Kansas, 1985. 


ler, Inc., New York, in association, 


> Japanese Animal Art by Lea Baten. Published by 
Shufunotomo Co., Ltd., Japan, 1989. 

= Japanese Mythology by Juliet Piggott. Published 
by Publishing Group Limited, 
London, New York, Sydney, Toronto, 1969, 


The Hamlyn 
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THE Сновт IN THE WELL 
There are two versions of the story of Okiku. 
Aoyamı , а major retainer of letsugu, 
the seventh Tokugawa shogun (1709-1716), was 
given a sot of ton very valuable Dutch porcelain 
Опе was accidentally broken by his 
Wife, who threw the pieces down the well and 
Ookiku 


Tessa 


dishes. 


seused Okiku, her 


aid, of stealing и. 


was locked up and half-starved but could not 
produce the missing dish. She escaped and, in 
desperation, drowned herself in the well 
night, her ghost would appear and slowly count 
until nine, then break into a loud, plaintive 
май. Mitsakuni Shonin, a friend of Aoyama, 
exorcised her by waiting near the well one night. 
Once Okiku had counted to nine, he yelled out 
This satisfied her spirit, and she never 
appeared again. 


Each 


In the second version of the story, Okiku was 
a maid who had rejected Aoyama's advances. 
He entrusted her with the ten Dutch plates for 
safekeeping. He hid one of the dishes, and then 
told her to bring out the entire set. When she 
could not, he demanded she sleep with him or be 
punished for her carelessness. She still refused. 
In his anger at be 

killed her and threw her body into the wel 
spirit haunted the well, counting to, but never 


тыл 


he 
Her 


и rejected once again 


Lc E 
Mansion ef Bancho, was based on the second 
version of this famous story. Bancho is the 
district of Edo where the story takes place. 


Reference for “The Ghost in the Well” came from 
Yoshitoshi s Thirty-Six Ghosts by John Stev 
published in 1983 by Weatherhill/Blue Tiger, 
New York, Tokyo, and Hong Kong. 
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СНАМОУ О 
Drinking tea, first for medici 


1 purpose: 
саду widespr 


for pleasure, was a 
introduced to Japan in the 

eighth century by a Buddhist monk. But it was 
the Cha-jin, or Japanese Tea Masters, who made 
the preparing, serving, and drinki 
ill practiced every day. 


ing of tea into 


"Cha-no-yu" 


lt ie а communion whose ultimate goal is to 


literally means "hot water for tea.” 
establish a spiritual and ha relation 
ship between the host and his gu The tea 
ceremon КЕ The 
first tea masters were priests who taught their 
followers that enlightenment can be obtained 
through the discipline of the ceremony. By the 
eleventh сет the Japanese aristocracy was 
E ehameyu. Guests were invited to 


m 
ТІМ 


also partaking. 


PNR pa EEE O лан 
to distinguish teas of different varie 
from various tea regions and plantat 


АК 
as well as 


The samurai cla 
rooms partitioned by a screen called а Даво? 
Later, small rooms were built especially for the tea 
ceremony, and they themselves became known as 
доде лона designers of تماص‎ 
was the Zen priest Murata Shuko (1422-1502). 
He is regarded as the Байсан, or father ofthe tea 
He dini 


ss used smaller rooms, or larger 


One of the be 


сегепо juished himself with his 


understanding of Zen at an early age, and spent 
the later years of his life perfecting and teaching 
the art of te 


During the age of wars in the late sixteenth 
century, the tea ceremony became a way to 
impress and court powerful allies. Oda Nobunaga 


extended invitati 


to the wealthy merchants 


whocontrolled trade with the west. His successor, 
Toyotomi Hideyosh ngs 
tea articles owned by Nobunaga to indicate that 
he had been chosen to carry cn Nobunaga's 
work. Th 

Hideyoshi 
The most renown of these w 


Record of Yamanoue Soji states that 


had eight tea masters working for him. 
Sen Rikyu. Rikyı 
was the first to fashion bowls specifically for 
serving tea. Raku bowls are simple earthenware, 
shaped Бу hand and fired at a low temperatur. 


Previously, bowls had been imported from 
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nnovator, constantly devising new ways 
to serve tea and new shapes for utensils. 


Though it is just the act of making a cup of tea, 
the ceremony requires years of training and 
practice. The host and guest(s) meet in a small 
teahouse and share a sense ofto 


spiritually—though there 
are expected. Ten master Rikyu forbade any 
frivolous conversation within the геагоо! 


re times when words 


to a strict regimen. The goal of the ceremony. 
is expressed in the kanji: Wa (harmony), Kei 


(respect), Sei (purity), and Јака (tranquility) 


Religious scholars have likened the tea ceremony 
to the 
Parallels certainly exist, including the wipi 


of the vessel, turning it in one's hand, 


Catholic sacrament of | Communion, 


partaking of a morsel 
that Master Rikyu may have been converted by 
European missionaries. Regardless of his reli 
glous belief рози 

grew, but so did his ego. А series of m 
many brought about by jealous rivals, eventually. 
incurred Hideyoshi’s wrath. The 

occurred when Rikyu had a statue of himself 
erected on one of the gat 


Rikyu under Hideyoshi 


fortunes, 


nal straw 
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statue, ordered the tea master to commit 


cido. Rikyu was sev 


ty years old. Hideyoshi 


also ordered the statue to be beheade: 


1 had the good fortune to participate in three 
tea ceremonies, once as the second guest. My 
thanks go to the tea masters, particularly Masay 
Макарам 


Who enplained the entire eventyand 


patiently answered my questions. 


The bound stone or 


ge 18 өсес 


oye” (ра 
164) indicates a path that is forbidden 10 take. 
А comment on the relationship of Usagi 
Tomoe? Perhaps. 


Other sources consulted include: 

= Urasenke Chanoyn Handbooks 1 and 2 by Grand 
hed by the 

Urasenke Foundation. Ogawa Terahouchi арагы, 

Kamikyo-kyu, Kyoto, Japan, 1980. 

= The Tea Ceremony by Sen’O Тапа 

Published by Kodansha 

Ltd. of Tokyo and the U.S. 1973 

- The Art of Chanoye: The Urasenke Tradition of Tea 

by the Urasenke Foundation, a book published to 
‚company an exhibition at the Doizaki Gallery 

in Los Angeles, 1986. 
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ВІОСВАРНУ 


Stan Sakai 


Stan Sakai was bor in Kyoto, Japan grew pin Hawai and now lives n California 
wich bis wife, Sharon, and two children, Hannah and Matthew. He received а Fine 
Arts degre from the University о Hawai and furthered his studies at Ай Center 


Collegeof Design in Pasadena, 


Morin 


His ereation, Usagi Yojimbo, Пей appeared in comics in 1984. Since then, Usagi 
has been on television as a guest of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and has 
been made into toys, seen on clothing, and featured in а serie of graphic novel 
collections. 

In 1991, Stan erated Spice Usagi, د‎ seres dealing with samurai in a futuristic 
setting featuring the adventures оба descendant af he original Usagi. 


Stan salso an avard-winning ltteer for his work on Sergio Aragonés 
"Spider Man” Sunday newspaper sti», and Usa уро, 


Stan is a recipient of a Parents’ Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an American 
Library Associaton Award, a Harvey Award, three Spanish Haxtur Awards, and 
several Eisner Awards, In 2003 he received the prestigious National Cartoonists 
“dupe ТОРТА BASE Divis 
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Book 10: THE BRINK OF LIFE AND DEATH 

BOOK 11: SEASONS 

Воок 12: GRASSCUTTER 

Book 13: GREY SHADOWS 

BOOK 14: DEMON MASK 

Book 15: GRASSCUTTER II — JOURNEY TO ATSUTA SHRINE 
Воок 16: THE SHROUDED MOON 

Book 17: DUEL AT Kıranoyı 

Book 18: TRAVELS WITH JOTARO 

Book 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

Book 20: GLimpses or DrATIE 

Book 21: THE MOTHER or MOUNTAINS 

Book за: Томок5 STORY 

Space Usacı 


From Fantagraphics Books 

www fantagraphics.com 

Book 1: THE Ronın 

Book 2: SAMURAI 

Book з: Тик WANpERERS ROAD 

Book 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Book s: LONE Солт AND KID 

Book 6: CIRCLES 

RONDE 


GRAPHIC NOVELZADVENTURE 


игде! 


YOJIMBO 


— Томокіз STORY — 
> 
А MASTERFUL 
ADAPTATION ог SAMURAI LEGEND 
TO SEQUENTIAL ART 


Tomos Ame ana Miyamoto Usagi 


WT NEUE 
wort typ, хатиг! вот sides 
ума throu many вагонд 
sncounters/A/ Collection: of ta 

ranging from exciting не exauisite, 
мога Story chronicles the key حلم‎ 
тегиз їп this important friendship, 


Learn why Tome is the most vato. 
tlc retsi leat Lord Nopal of ine 
Geisha релна then plunge into a 
terifying ghost story where the 
prime suspéét а string of yt 


Os murders В 5 woman dead. for 
ел years, Нааш ехрепенсе the 
ncsmerizing beauty of a formal tea. 
ey as И 8 
{his spiritual суспі and karn even, 
deeper truths about the nature of 
their 


won the Parents 
Choice Avard, an акрон Awar 
Hari Award) Buse Spanish Maxtor 
Avards; an Amstican Library Assi 
lation Award, several Eisner Awards 
abd ine prestigious National, Car 
хөр Society Атага in the Comic 
Hook División. 


SON Or ULIRON 
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